
The Annual General Meeting 
 
WELCOME : The Rev Mary Gregory, Canon for arts and Reconciliation, welcomed 40 members, three non-members, five 
guests from the German Lutheran congregation that meets in the cathedral’s Chapel of Unity, three speakers and 14 who 
were attending on Zoom.  More had registered to attend but bad weather kept some of them away.  Mary wished 
everyone a good and stimulating day and opened our proceedings with the prayer of St Francis, ‘Lord, make us 
instruments of your peace...’  Then Bishop Michael Ipgrave, our Anglican Co-Moderator added his welcome to members 
and guests in the room and to everyone on Zoom.   He told us that this was to be his last meeting as Moderator and so 
had altered the published agenda by moving the election of Co-Moderators to the end of the meeting. 
 
APOLOGIES were received from 20 members, and the MINUTES of the last AGM, dated 5th March, 2022, were agreed 
and received by the meeting.   
 
THE CO-MODERATORS’ REPORT  was introduced by The Rev Dr Jaakko Rusama, and you can find it through the link on 
the website page.   
 
THE TREASURER’S REPORT and FINANCIAL STATEMENT were presented by Patrick Litton, our Treasurer, who  reported 
that the Society made a working surplus of about £2,500 in 2022.  During the year two designated funds had been 
created of £1,500 each, one to help fund students and speakers at conferences and meetings, and the other to promote 
the work of our National Co-ordinators.   
 
Patrick’s report and statement were received by the meeting and there is a link to it on the website page 
 
Lisbeth Pedersen was appointed as independent examiner of accounts  for the current year. 
 
THE NATIONAL CO-ORDINATORS’ REPORTS were received and you can find the link to them on the website page 
 
THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT was also received and can be read via the link on the website page 
 
No other business had been notified to the Secretary so we moved to    
 
THE ELECTIONS 
 
Co-Presidents  Bishops Jana Jeruma-Grinberga (Lutheran) and Bishop David Hamid (Anglican) were re-elected as was 
the Secretary, Canon Dick Lewis (Anglican) and the Treasurer, Mr Patrick Litton (Anglican)  
 
The Executive Committee was elected in 2021 to serve for three years, but there was one vacancy due to the 
retirement of the Rev Sarah Farrow (Lutheran).  Mrs Rebecca Daniel (Lutheran) was elected to serve for one year until 
all the committee members retire at the next AGM.   
 
THE ELECTION OF THE CO-MODERATORS : Bishop Michael Ipgrave handed the chair to Bishop Jana. First  The Rev Dr 
Jaakko Rusama was proposed, seconded and  declared elected. 
 
Bishop Jana explained that Bishop Michael had been elevated to the House of Lords and felt unable to continue as 
Anglican Co-Moderator.  It had been a joy to watch him working in the Society with such interest and energy, she 
declared.  He and Jaakko had brought it to another level.  ‘I hope you won’t forget us,’ she said, ‘Don’t forget you are still 
a member!’  Then she and Jaakko, on behalf of the Society, presented Michael with a travelling icon from Russia and a 
wooden gift from Finland. 
 
Bishop Michael resumed the chair.  He thanked Jana, David, Jaakko and all the members of the Executive Committee and 
Society for their friendship, kindness and patience over the past 10 years and 2 days.  ‘It has been good and has enlarged 
my horizons,’ he said.  He was then pleased to announce that The Rt Rev Paul Ferguson, Bishop of Whitby, had agreed to 
become Anglican Co-Moderator if the members appointed him.  He has considerable ecumenical experience, serves on 
the Church of England Porvoo Contact Group and speaks fluent Norwegian.  Michael and Jaakko proposed and seconded 
Bishop Paul who was elected with acclaim. 
 
The meeting ended and the programme on our Theme ‘An Ecumenical Response to the Violence of War’ began. 


