
The Anglican-Lutheran Society Annual Meeting 2022 
 

In-person at St Mary’s German Church, 10 Sandwich Street, London WC1H 9PL and on Zoom 
 

Saturday 5th March, 2022 
 
‘CLIMATE EMERGENCY: CONNECTING FAITH AND COMMUNITY’ 

 
 
Welcome : our Anglican Co-Moderator, 
Bishop Michael Ipgrave, welcomed members 
attending in the church and others in many 
places who were joining on Zoom and who 
could be seen on screen, as you can see on the 
photo below.  He expressed admiration for the 
newly refurbished St Mary’s German Church, 
shown here, which provided a wonderful space 
in which to meet, and he thanked Pastor Bernd 
Rapp for his generous hospitality.   
 
Sarah Farrow reminded the meeting that this 
was the first time that a hybrid gathering had 
been attempted by the Society.  ‘I hope 
everyone’s expectations are low!’ she said.  She 
asked those online to stay muted and to use the chat facility for their comments, and those in the room to use 
‘cathedral voices’ so that people at home could hear clearly. 
 
Bishop Michael welcomed his fellow Co-Moderator, Dr Jaakko Rusama, who had joined the meeting online.  He 
outlined the programme for the day.  After the business meeting there would be some reflection on the Climate 
Emergency which is an urgent issue for both the world and the Church.  However, the Russian invasion on 
Ukraine was another emergency and he asked for a moment of quiet to remember the people suffering there and 
people being displaced into the neighbouring countries.  He also asked for prayer for the people of Russia.  He 
then led a prayer for peace, for the laying down of weapons and for all who fear for tomorrow.  He prayed for 
discernment, wisdom and compassion to guide the decisions made by people who have power over war or peace, 
and that God would hold and protect his precious children living in fear. 
 
Apologies : had been received from 28 members  

 
Election of Co-Moderators : Bishop Michael invited Bishop 
David Hamid, Anglican President, to preside over the election.  
Bishop David announced that Bishop Michael Ipgrave (Anglican) 
and the Rev Jaakko Rusama (Lutheran) have been proposed and 
seconded and had agreed to stand for election.  There being no 
other nominations he declared them elected for another year. 
 
Minutes : the minutes of the AGM held on Zoom on 6th March 
2021 had been circulated in advance to all attending in person 
and online.  There were no matters arising from them and they 
were duly received.  
 

Co-Moderators’ Report : Bishop Michael invited Jaakko Rusama to speak 
to their report for the year 2021, a full copy of which will be posted on the 
website.  Jaakko reflected that it had been an exceptional year for the Society 
due to the pandemic, but we had held a very successful conference in May 
with more than 120 participants online and a very distinguished panel of 
contributors on the theme ‘Springboards and Stumbling Blocks: Working 
Together for Forgiveness and Reconciliation’.  There had been quite a lot of 
positive feedback from this conference.  Jaakko referred to the four issues of 



The Window published during the year and expressed thanks to Dick Lewis, the editor.  In response, Bishop Tor 
B Jørgensen expressed his pleasure and surprise at the consistent quality of The Window which should reach a 
much wider audience than our own membership. 
  
Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement : Bishop Michael said that these had been circulated to the 
entire membership of the Society and will be posted on the website with the minutes of the meeting.  The 
Treasurer, Patrick Litton, was unable to attend the meeting but questions or comments could be received now 
and he had promised to respond to them.  There were none, so the accounts were duly received and Patrick was 
thanked for his careful stewardship of the Society’s finances. 
 
Appointment of Independent Examiner of Accounts : Mr R H Andrews was reappointed 
 
National Co-ordinators Reports : Fredrik Ulseth from Norway was present at the meeting.  His full report, 
together with others from Jaakko Rusama in Finland, Richard Wottle in Sweden and Miriam Haar in Germany, 
will be posted on the website as part of the report of this meeting.  Fredrik told the meeting that despite 
restrictions imposed by COVID-19 preparations for the Society’s conference in Trondheim, Norway, in July this 
year are well advanced.  He was also very encouraged by the way in which connections between our Society and 
the Church Administration in Norway had been strengthened.  The Anglican-Lutheran Society is at the heart of 
ecumenical thinking in the Church of Norway at the present, he said, because it is not just for specialists and 
clergy but for the grassroots membership of congregations all over the world.  He is also delighted that ties with 
the Anglicans in Norway have also been strengthened.  He feels that there is a better future for the Society’s 
work in Norway.  Reporting from Finland Jaakko Rusama reminded the meeting that the virtual conference had 
been managed from Finland and he was grateful for all the support he had received with that.  There is only a 
small Anglican community in Finland but things are going well and, despite the pandemic, they are managing to 
work closely together.  Miriam Haar from Germany was online.  This had been her first year as National 
Coordinator for Germany and she had contacted young people to see if they were interested in joining the 
Society and has run an introduction to Anglicanism in Bensheim at the Institute where she works.  So far they 
have expressed interest but no-one has actually joined!  Of particular interest is a dialogue taking place between 
the Episcopal Church in USA and the Lutheran Church in Bavaria looking towards full communion.  The 
document will next be discussed in the senate and the outcome is awaited.  Bishop Michael thanked all our 
National Coordinators for what they do to promote the work of this Society. 
 
Membership Secretary’s Report : Helen Harding had circulated her report to all members with the notice of 
the AGM, and Bishop Michael remarked how exciting it was to have welcomed 30 new members during the year.  
He thanked Helen for her work keeping the membership up to date. 
 
Any Other Business : None had been notified to the secretary. 
 
Elections:  
Co-Presidents : Bishop Jana Jeruma-Grinberga (Lutheran) and Bishop David Hamid (Anglican) had been 
proposed and seconded and had agreed to stand.  In the absence of any other nomination Bishop Michael 
declared them elected, thanking them for the very pro-active way in which they had stepped into the role. 
Secretary : Canon Dick Lewis (Anglican) had been proposed and seconded and had agreed to stand and was 
therefore elected and thanked. 
Treasurer : Mr Patrick Litton (Anglican) had been proposed and seconded and had agreed to stand and was 
therefore elected.  Great thanks were expressed for all that he does. 
Executive Committee – The Ven Christine Allsopp (Anglican), Mrs Sally Barnes (Anglican), The Very Rev Tom 

Bruch (Lutheran), Mrs Helen Harding (Anglican), The Rev Eliza 
Zikmane (Lutheran), The Rev Sarah Farrow (Lutheran), Dr Richard 
Stephenson (Lutheran) and The Rev Jonathan Collis (Anglican) were 
elected in 2021 to serve for three years.  So there was no election 
this year. 
 
That concluded the business meeting and Fredrik Ulseth then told us 
a little more about the arrangements for the Trondheim Conference, 
explaining about the programme, the accommodation, the 
contributors and the cultural setting.  The topic for the conference is 
‘A Pilgrimage Towards Hope’.  He had a PowerPoint so that we 
could see precisely what the participants can expect.  


