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CLOSING WORSHIP 

 
The service was led by Richard Stephenson, Tsiresy Domingos, Laura Elworthy, Helen 
Harding and Helen Burnett. 
 
We started with silence and this prayer from “The Earth Cries Glory” to help us centre down: 
 

This is not the time 
to think that all is right with 

the world. 
This is not the time 

to accept prejudice and poverty 
  

This is the time 
to face the truth of our past, 
the shadows of the present, 

the promise of what is not yet. 
  

We pray for the mind of Christ: 
attentive love, deep 

compassion, 
and a fierce longing that all 
might have fullness of life. 

 
Then, after a set of opening responses we sang the hymn ‘Climate change and others’ by Andrew 
Pratt, © 2021 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London to the tune ‘The Servant Song’ by Richard A M Gillard (b 
1953) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ruth Yule played the organ 

1. How we trust and work together 
with our partners on this earth, 
will sustain, or damn our planet, 
place of nurture, home of birth. 
 
2. Yet removed and isolated 
we have not been stewards of faith, 
as we pray with understanding 
may we channel active grace. 
 
3. May our prayer inspire our actions, 
not just words or empty rhyme, 
all our lives are interactive, 
interwoven threads in time. 
 
4. With a common understanding 
sisters, brothers work as one, 
reap the value of creation 
as our time on earth is run. 



 
Psalm 85, verses 4 – 13, was followed by this form of confession: 
 
Oh the life of the world is a joy and a treasure yet the earth dries up, its crops wither, earth and sky 
decay and the world is polluted by its people (Isaiah 24:4-6) 
We confess that we, children of earth, have broken faith with God. Forgive us God, for our failure 
to care for your creation. 
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind 
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God (Romans 8:26–
27).  
 
The Bible reading was Luke 12:13-21 (The parable of the rich man and his barns) and this was 
followed by a time of silent reflection.  We were invited to focus on God’s wonderful creation and on 
our own personal responsibilities and accountability to God as its stewards. 
 
We had all been given paper leaves.  The life cycle of the leaf is instructive.  It starts as a tiny bud, 
opens up as a tender fresh leaf and, as the season passes, it changes in colour, texture and shape, 
until in later autumn the nutrients retreat back to its veins and into the tree.  Eventually it falls to the 
ground, giving itself back to the earth.  
 
After a brief time of prayer we were invited to write on our leaves one practical thing that we will 
commit to doing to care for and to preserve God’s creation.  We were then encouraged to hang one 
leaf on the tree in the church courtyard and to take one home to remind us of our commitment.  

 
While this was being 
done we sang the Taizé 
chants: 
 
Ubi caritas et amor, 
ubi caritas, Deus ibi Est. 
 
and 
 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
and bless God's holy 
name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
who leads me into life. 
 
 

 
Another prayer led into an act of commitment: 
 
As humans we make promises that we do not always keep.  But God is trustworthy and the Spirit of 
God prays with and for us.  Let us now commit ourselves to be good stewards: 
Let us do all we can to preserve the earth for those who come after us.  
Let us make others aware that we are all responsible for taking care of the environment.   
May our creator give us wisdom, strength and courage to carry forward God’s call for climate 
justice. Amen. 
 



 
This prayer based on the Lord’s Prayer was said: 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Sarah Farrow, who had done so much to arrange the whole meeting, and had managed it so well, 
then gave this blessing by Mark Wilcox. (Copyright 2004 St Aidan Press, Holy Island) 
 
May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships 
so that you may live deep within your heart. 
 
May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people and the earth 
so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace. 
 
May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer  
so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them. 
 
And may God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a difference in the 
world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be done. 
 
And we were sent on our way: 
 
Go now!  Go and revel in God's world!  Go and be creative!  Go and work for justice!  Go and love 
your neighbours!  Go and live simply so others may simply live!  Go and walk with God!  Amen 


