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The Anglican-Lutheran Society is an international ecumenical organisation that promotes 
interest in and knowledge of Anglican and Lutheran traditions. Active connections are also 
maintained with other major church families. 
 
The Executive committee met five times. The regularly updated action plan was a useful tool 
in the Society’s activities: preparation for the virtual conference in May, preparation for the 
Trondheim conference in Norway 2022 (“A Pilgrimage towards hope”), gender balance and 
a more visible role for students and lay people, contacts with theological colleges and 
faculties, tripartite talks between Anglicans, Lutherans, and Methodists, connections with 
the World Council of Churches and participation in the General Assembly in 2022, and 
participation in the Protestant Kirchentag in 2023. 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Annual Meeting and seminar on “Martyrdom and the 
Church Today” was held on 6 March in part on Zoom. The meeting was hosted by the Rev 
Katherine Hedderly, the Vicar of All-Hallows-by-the-Tower in London. There were 55 
participants from ten countries and three continents. Speakers were Bishop Guli Francis-
Dequani, the Bishop-elect of Chelmsford on “The Blood of the Martyrs is The Seed of The 
Church: What lessons might we learn from the persecuted church?” and Ms Henrietta Blyth 
from Open Doors UK & Ireland on Open Doors and the persecution of Christians in different 
countries. 
  
The conference “Stumbling Blocks and Springboards: Working together for forgiveness and 
reconciliation” scheduled for October 2020 in Rome was postponed and held virtually on 
Zoom on 21 May 2021.The key themes were the full visible unity, receptive ecumenism, and 
eucharistic hospitality. More than 120 participants from all corners of the world were able 
to watch the pre-recorded videos on YouTube starting 1 May. Speakers included the Rev 
Will Adam (Anglican, UK), Bishop Brian Farrell (Roman Catholic, Vatican), Bishop Eero 
Huovinen (Lutheran, Finland), Archbishop Bernard Longley (Roman Catholic, UK) and Prof 
Susan Wood (Roman Catholic, Canada) with a short address by the Director of the Anglican 
Centre in Rome, Archbishop Ian Ernest and a comment by the Rev Dr Dirk Lange, Assistant 
General Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation. The highlights of their presentation 
and discussion were published in the June issue of The Window. Feedback of the conference 
was electronically collected. The conference received positive feedback. 90 % of the 
participants were very satisfied or largely satisfied with the programme and speakers. More 
than 90% were very satisfied or mainly satisfied with the issues discussed in the panel 
discussion. The conference was well covered e.g. in Lutheran World Federation News on 
May 26th. Once again, the Society wants to get new members through meetings. 
 



Links outside the UK continued with the National Coordinators in Finland, Germany, 
Norway, Sweden, and the USA. Their role in furthering the work and goals of the Society is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
The website of the Anglican-Lutheran Society, www.anglican-lutheran-society.org, was 
updated. In addition, the Society has a Facebook site and nationwide Facebook sites in 
Finland, Germany, in the Benelux countries, and “Anglican-Lutheran Society Students” for 
student members.  We are also on Twitter. 
 
A particularly important tool for the Society is the newsletter, The Window.  It appeared 
four times: 32 pages in January, 32 pages in May, 32 pages in June (Conference Special), and 
28 pages in October. The June issue included a 26-page overview of the successful May 
Conference. The news and articles addressed a wide variety of ecumenical issues around the 
world. The newsletter received positive feedback from many members and supporters. The 
Society’s secretary, Canon Dick Lewis continued as an innovative and active editor of the 
newsletter. 
 
Expenditure decreased during the year due to the pandemic and the fact that some of the 
committee meetings were held virtually. Mr Patrick Litton took good care of the accounts. 
 
Cooperation with the Council of Lutheran Churches (CLC) was strengthened and the new 
General Secretary of the CLC was invited to the Society’s meetings as an observer. Good 
cooperation also continued with the Lutheran Church in Great Britain. 
 
Bishop Jürgen Johannesdotter resigned as Lutheran President due to illness. The new Co-
Presidents are Bishop David Hamid (Anglican) and Bishop Jana Jeruma-Grinberga (Lutheran). 
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