
Anglican-Lutheran Society Annual Meeting 2022 
 

National Coordinators’ Reports 
 
Anglican-Lutheran Society in Finland 
Annual Report 2021 
 
Members and supporters of the Anglican-Lutheran Society worked hard for more than six months for the 
International Anglican-Lutheran Society Conference held on Zoom on May 21st. It was the largest single 
event of the Anglican-Lutheran Society, with more participants than at any other A-LS event in its history. 
The conference was technically designed and implemented in Finland by a small working group, Dr Jaakko 
Rusama (Finland), the Rev Timo Reuhkala (Finland) and the Rev Tom Bruch (UK). At a later stage in the 
preparations, Bishop Jana Jeruma-Grinberga and the Rev Eliza Zikmane from Latvia gave their support. 
 
A very important tool to promote the Society is the newsletter The Window. It has been received with 
gratitude and is widely distributed electronically in Finland. It has also been used in ecumenical meetings 
and training. News and material were provided for the Window. 
 
The Anglican-Lutheran Society’s Facebook site in Finland is a useful way to keep in touch with members and 
arouse interest in the Society. In 2021 there were 160 members and supporters, most of them from 
Finland, but also from more than a dozen other countries that not only follow the news but also share the 
news with many other people. Networking is important. No direct subscriptions were collected because no 
special events were held due to the pandemic. There have been no transactions on the Society’s Finnish 
Bank Account. 
 
The Society’s Finnish branch has worked closely and in good cooperation with the Church of England 
Chaplaincy in Finland, the Anglican Church of St. Nicholas. According to the Porvoo Common Statement, the 
National Correspondent as a Lutheran pastor has since 1996 had the Permission to Officiate in the Church 
of England.  
 
The National Coordinator was a speaker at the international ecumenical conference “Porvoo Agreement: A 
Way Forward” at the University of Latvia on October 22, 2021. 
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland has a joint working group on Anglican contacts. The Anglican-
Lutheran Society in Finland is represented on the committee.  
 
For decades, the Finnish Lutheran Church has provided annual financial support to the Society. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Jaakko Rusama (National coordinator in Finland) 
 
Anglican-Lutheran Society in Germany 
Annual Report 2021/2022 
 
The newsletter The Window was a very important tool to promote the Society in Germany, especially in 
times of Covid.  
 
There was no event by the Society’s German branch organised in the last 12 months, but informal exchange 
and networking mainly through emails, phone calls or conversations among ALS members in the context of 
other meetings took place.  
 



Some events and ecumenical dialogues which are of relevance for the work of the ALS:  
 
Ökumenischer Kirchentag (ÖKT) („Ecumenical Kirchentag“), 12-16 May 2021  
Because of Covid, the Ecumenical Church Convention that had been planned for Frankfurt was moved 
online and its programme was reduced significantly. Whereas the programme of previous Ecumenical 
Kirchentage was dominated by the Protestant (EKD)-Roman Catholic majority, this online ÖKT was more 
multilateral. So smaller Churches, such as the Anglican and Episcopal Churches in Germany, played a more 
visible role during the online ÖKT than had been the case during previous ÖKTs.  
 
The next Evangelischer (Protestant) Kirchentag will take place in Nürnberg from 7-11 June 2023.(1)  
 
Junges Forum Anglikanismus (JuFA), 28-30 May 2021  
The First „Junges Forum Anglikanismus” (Young Forum on Anglicanism) organised by the National 
Coordinator (NC) in her capacity as “Anglikanismusreferentin” (study secretary for Anglicanism) at the 
Konfessionskundliches Institut (Institute für Ecumenical Studies and Research) in Bensheim. It was attended 
by about 20 participants from Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Unfortunately, the only English 
participant had to cancel his participation. Because of Covid the JuFA was moved to an online format. The 
theme was “Unity and Diversity in Anglican Churches” and we heard presentations by Charlotte Methuen, 
Steven Spencer and Christopher Easthill which were followed by a very lively discussion. Two German 
students presented their work: Christian Koch presented his PhD thesis on the Oxford Movement and Jakob 
Güntter his Bachelor thesis on conversations between Anglican and Old-Catholics that lead to the Bonn 
Agreement.(2)   The 2nd JuFA will take place from 10-12 June 2022 in Bensheim in hybrid format. The 
participants of the last forum have chosen the theme of “Liturgy in Anglican Churches”.  
 
Meissen Dialogue between the CoE and the EKD  
On July 7-8 July 2021 the Meissen Theological Conference took place online, directly after the first ever 
Meissen-led Colloquium (5-6 July 2021) which was attended by the CoE’s various ecumenical partners.  The 
theme of the Theological Conference was “Episcopacy in Theory and practice” and the participants of the 
Colloquium discussed the question of “identity and episcope”. The National Coordinator was part of both 
groups and gave an input at the Colloquium on the role of identity and its relevance on the understanding 
of episcope, including in its relations with other churches, from the perspective of the EKD.  
 
The proceedings will be published in Spring 2022 as “Towards Interchangeability: Reflections on Episcopacy 
in Theory and Practice” by Mark Chapman / Frank-Dieter Fischbach / Friederike Nüssel / Mathias Grebe. (3)  
 
At the end of November the NC attended the Online-Meissen Partnership Consultation of those German 
(EKD) Regional Churches (Landeskirchen), districts (Kirchenkreise / Kirchenbezirke) or parishes that have 
partnership with dioceses, parishes, … of the CoE. There are currently about 30 of these so-called “Meissen 
Partnerships”.  
 
Ecumenical Dialogue between TEC and ELKB  
The text of the dialogue document between The Episcopal Church (TEC) and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Bavaria (ELKB) has been completed. The document “Sharing the Gift of Communion (Augsburg 
Agreement)” proposes full communion between the TEC and the ELKB. The next step is that the synods of 
both churches will discuss it and will decide on its acceptance.(4)  
 
Membership News  
One new German member joined the ALS in January 2022.  
 
The NC has been in touch with several people, mostly students and people doing training for ministry, who 
are very interested in the work of the ALS. Some are considering becoming a member of ALS, but there is a 
hesitancy among some German Lutherans to become member of an organisation that is “only Lutheran” 



and not “evangelisch” in the German sense meaning “Lutheran, Reformed and United” as they are 
convinced that ecumenical progress in Germany needs to go beyond the Lutheran tradition and can only be 
made within the context of the confessional traditions of the EKD member churches.  
 
My argument is that, of course, Anglican-Lutheran relations cannot be seen isolated from other ecumenical 
relations, and are in no way against full communion relationships with other EKD / CPCE member churches, 
… but they are to be understood within the one ecumenical movement, …. So this is an ongoing discussion.  
 
1 Cf. Event & Bewegung: Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag | 
2 Cf. Junges Forum Anglikanismus - Konfessionskundliches Institut Bensheim (konfessionskundliches-institut.de) 
3 Towards Interchangeability | Reflections on Episcopacy in Theory and Practice | Mark Chapman | Frank-Dieter Fischbach | 
Friederike Nüssel | Matthias Grebe (Eds.) (eva-leipzig.de) 
4 ELKB-TEC dialogue | The Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe (tec-europe.org) 
 
The Rev Dr Miriam Haar (National Coordinator in Germany) 
 
Anglican-Lutheran Society in Norways 
A short report from the Norwegian National Coordinator 2022 
 
The Covid Situation has naturally delayed plans and actions also in Norway during 2021. But more 
important – planning the Conference in Trondheim July 2022 has not been affected by the international 
health situation.  
 
What is especially positive is the good cooperation with The Church of Norway Committee on Ecumenical 
and Foreign Relations. They are fully into the planning (and economics) of the Conference, and A-LS is, as 
far as I understand it, one of the tools the Church of Norway wants to use in working for better ecumenical 
understanding. This leads us to hope that we can spread positive information on A-LS in Norway through 
the publicity the Conference will give. 
 
A positive development through 2021 is an improved contact with Church of England in Norway. The new 
Senior Chaplain, The Revd Canon Joanna Udal, is a dedicated ecumenist, and she is also involved in parts of 
the Conference planning process. We need ‘people on the ground’ in Trondheim, and the Anglicans in 
Trondheim will be valuable here. 
 
In short: 2021 has been a year for strengthening relations that we need to grow in the future. 
 
The Rev Fredrik Ulseth (National Coordinator for Norway) 
 
Anglican-Lutheran Society in Sweden  
Section Report 2022 
 
At the beginning of 2021 the ALS had seventeen members in Sweden. Unfortunately not a few had 
forgotten to pay their membership fees for a while. To remind them of the necessity of doing just that, and 
also to point out the general good work of the Society, I wrote them a rather lengthy letter in May, which 
included some information on the planned conference in Trondheim the forthcoming summer. I had also 
planned a meeting in Sigtuna, together with a collegue there, for the Swedish members, but the pandemic 
came in our way. 
 
The ecumenical situation in Sweden is otherwise quite uncomplicated, not least in regard to relations 
between Anglicans and members of The Church of Sweden. There are, now as before, only two Anglican 
churches in Sweden, in Stockholm and Gothenburg, both well established and serving mainly Brits living 
there. 



 
The fastest growing congregations in Sweden are all of the new pentecostal type (like Hillsong). From the 
older pentecostal churches there is a great influx of pastors into the Church of Sweden, as well as from the 
older Swedish Free churches, like the Equmenia church, a conglomerate of Baptists, Methodists and the old 
Swedish Mission Covenant Church. ( I wrote about this church- formation in The Window some years ago.) 
This is not, as I see it, completely unproblematic, as it means that much of the historical heritage of the 
Church of Sweden is rapidly changing, including the adherence to the Apostolic succession of priests, as for 
instance a pastor of the Equmenia Church does not have to be re-ordained when switching Church, 
although having not been ordained in the traditional sense in the first place. 
 
All in all, the main problem for Christians in Sweden is not of an ecumenical nature, but concerns the 
rapidly dwindling number of Christians per se. Nowadays only half of the newborns are baptized and 
Christians in a more specific sense will very soon form a minority of the population. All this means that we 
are certainly facing a very interesting future when very basic missionary work will be the top priority for us 
all! 
 
Richard Wottle (Coordinator in Sweden) 


