
APPENDIX B  

National Co-ordinators’ Reports 

 

Anglican-Lutheran Society in Finland 

 

Events 

Representatives of the Anglican-Lutheran Society of Finland participated in two major events, firstly the 

conference of the Anglican-Lutheran Society held in Trondheim, Norway on July 25-29, 2022, the theme of which 

was "Pilgrimage towards hope", and secondly, the meeting of the Primates and Presiding Bishops of Porvoo 

churches & the Porvoo contact group in Tampere 11-13 October 2022. The 26th anniversary of the Anglican-

Lutheran Porvoo communion was celebrated with the theme "Portrait, unity and vulnerability". Due to the 

pandemic, the 25th anniversary of the Porvoo Agreement (Common Statement) was postponed from 2021. 

 
A service of commemoration for Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was held on 16 September 2022, in the 

Lutheran Cathedral in Helsinki, organised by the Anglican Church. And the traditional festival of nine lessons and 

carols was on 12 December 2022, also in the Lutheran Cathedral in Helsinki. 

 

The Window 

A very important tool in promoting the Society is The Window newsletter. It has been received with gratitude and 

is widely distributed electronically in Finland. It has also been used in ecumenical meetings and training. News 

and material were provided for the Window. 

 

Membership 

The Finnish Facebook site of the Anglican-Lutheran Society is a useful way to keep in touch with members and 

arouse interest in the Society. In 2022, there were 219 members and supporters, most of them from Finland, but 

also from more than a dozen other countries, who not only follow the news, but also share the news with others. 

Networking is important. No direct subscriptions were collected because no special events were organised. 

Instead, academic and research links and participation in ecumenical events continued. There have been no 

transactions on the Society’s Finnish Bank Account. 

 

Anglican presence 

There are less than 200 hundred Anglicans living in Finland and three Anglican congregations. The Anglican-
Lutheran Society’s Finnish branch works closely and in good cooperation with the Church of England Chaplaincy in 

Finland, the St Nicholas’ Anglican Church, Helsinki. The chaplain in Helsinki, the Rev Tuomas Mäkipää, has actively 

brought Anglican issues into public discussion and the chaplaincy has also been active in diaconal work. Anglicans 

are represented in the Finnish Ecumenical Council and the National Forum for Cooperation of Religions (CORE 

Forum). The Anglican Church receives annual financial support from the Lutheran Church and the local 

congregations. 

 

National Coordinator 

The National Correspondent as a Lutheran pastor has since 1996 had the Permission to Officiate in the Church of 

England, based on the Porvoo Common Statement. He assists the Anglican chaplaincy on a non-stipendiary basis. 
 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland has a joint working group on Anglican contacts. The Anglican-Lutheran 

Society in Finland is represented in the working group.  

 

For decades, the Finnish Lutheran Church has supported the Society annually financially, for which we are very 

grateful. 

 

6 March 2023     The Rev. Dr. Jaakko Rusama      National coordinator 

 

 

 

Anglican-Lutheran Society in Germany 

 



The newsletter The Window continues to be a very helpful tool to promote the Society in Germany.  There was no 
event by the Society’s German branch organised in the last 12 months, but informal exchange and networking 

mainly through emails, phone calls or conversations among ALS members in the context of other meetings took 

place.   

 

Some events and ecumenical dialogues which are of relevance for the work of the ALS:   

Second Young Forum on Anglicanism, Institute for Ecumenical Studies and Research, Bensheim (hybrid), 10-12 

June 2022 

The second „Junges Forum Anglikanismus” (JuFA) (Young Forum on Anglicanism) took place at the 

Konfessionskundliches Institut (Institute für Ecumenical Studies and Research) in Bensheim and online on 10-12 

June 2022. The theme was „Gottesdienst und Liturgie in den anglikanischen Kirchen“ (Worship and Liturgy in 
Anglican Churches”). The weekend was organised by the National Coordinator (NC) in her capacity as 

“Anglikanismusreferentin” (study secretary for Anglicanism) together with the two moderators of the JuFA Sven 

Gröger (PhD student, Tübingen; also member of ALS) and Jakob Güntter (student of theology and history, 

Heidelberg). About 20 participants had signed up for it, but several people had to cancel last minute. Most of the 

participants attended the Forum online, only three participants joined in personally in Bensheim. The in-person 

event was financially made possible by a grant from the Stiftung Bekennen und Versöhnen e.V.  

We started on Friday afternoon with a historical overview on the development of Anglican liturgy by The Revd. 

Canon Dr Ashley Null (Berlin). Dr Bridget Nichols (Dublin) explored “Anglican Liturgical Identity” in her 

presentations. OKR Frank-Dieter Fischbach (Hannover) gave a report on the present state and recent 

developments of the Meissen relations between the Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland (EKD) and the Church of 
England. All presentations were met with great interest and were followed by lively discussions. On Saturday 

afternoon, the Revd. Scott Moore (Erfurt) led a workshop on „Anglican Liturgy in Practice” and celebrated a 

beautiful Evensong in the Protestant Stephanuskirche in Bensheim. On Sunday morning the participants of the 

JuFA travelled to Frankfurt to attend the Holy Communion Service at the Anglican/Episcopal Church of Christ the 

King, Frankfurt. The online participants joined the Service on Facebook, and also the hybrid conversation after the 

service with parish priest Revd. Stephen McPeek and The Ven. Dr Walter J. Baer (Archdeacon, The Convocation of 

Episcopal Churches in Europe).1 

The 3. JuFA will take place 23-25 June 2023 in Bensheim in hybrid format. The participants of the last forum have 

chosen the theme of “Decolonisation – A Challenge for the Anglican Communion!?”2 It would be great to have 

more Anglican participants. Please do help publicize this event for young people!  
 

Meissen Dialogue between the CoE and the EKD  

In spring 2022 the proceedings of the Meissen Theological Conference on “Episcopacy in theory and practice” (7-8 

July 2021, online) were published entitled “Towards Interchangeability.  Reflections on Episcopacy in Theory and 

Practice” by Mark Chapman / Frank-Dieter Fischbach / Friederike Nüssel / Mathias Grebe (Beihefte zur 

Ökumenischen Rundschau, Band 135, Leipzig 2022). 3 

The NC was part of the EKD delegation to the Thirty Second Meeting of the Meissen Commission (as substitute for 

a member of the Commission who was unable to attend the meeting) in Exeter from 6-9 October 2022. The main 

theme was “Ministry in Rural Contexts”.  
End of November the NC attended the Meissen Partnership Consultation of those German (EKD) Regional 

Churches (Landeskirchen), districts (Kirchenkreise / Kirchenbezirke) or parishes that have partnership with 

dioceses, parishes, … of the CoE. There are currently about 30 of these so-called “Meissen Partnerships”. The NC 

gave a report of the Lambeth Conference which she had attended. For the first time after Covid, this meeting took 

place in person at the EKD Kirchenamt in Hannover. It was also a great possibility to get to know other ALS 

German members who were present at the meeting.  

 

Ecumenical Dialogue between TEC and ELKB  

The text of the dialogue document between The Episcopal Church (TEC) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Bavaria (ELKB) has been completed. The document “Sharing the Gift of Communion (Augsburg Agreement)” 
proposes full communion between the TEC and the ELKB. The document has been accepted by the Synod of the 

                                                           
1
 https://konfessionskundliches-institut.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Flyer_JuFA_22.pdf.  

2
 https://konfessionskundliches-institut.de/veranstaltungen/junges-forum-anglikanismus/  

3
 Towards Interchangeability | Reflections on Episcopacy in Theory and Practice | Mark Chapman | Frank-Dieter Fischbach | 

Friederike Nüssel | Matthias Grebe (Eds.) (eva-leipzig.de) 



ELKB4. As it was not included in the agenda of the 80th General Convention of the TEC in July 2022, the decision on 
its acceptance had to be postponed.5  

 

Planning for Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag (DEKT), Nürnberg, 7-11 June 2023  

The next Protestant Church Convention will take place in Nürnberg from 7 to 11 June 2023. ALS will have a stall in 

the area called “Markt der Möglichkeiten“ (ecumenical market place). Volunteers and ideas for stall decoration, … 

welcome! Please get in touch with the NC.  

As part of the so-called “MarktPlatz Events”, the NC will do two short rounds of interviews with Anglicans during 

the event „Was ich schon mal fragen wollte“ (Thursday, 8 June, 16:00) organized by the NC in cooperation with 

the Konfessionskundliches Institut.  

 
Membership News 

The NC continues to be in touch with people, mostly students and people doing training for ministry, who are 

very interested in the work of the ALS. Some are considering becoming a member of ALS, but there is a hesitancy 

among some German Lutherans to become member of an organisation that is “only Lutheran” and not 

“evangelisch” in the German sense meaning including “Lutheran, Reformed and United” as they are convinced 

that ecumenical progress in Germany needs to go beyond the Lutheran tradition and can only be made within the 

context of the confessional traditions of the EKD member churches. This focus on the need of multilateral 

ecumenical relations has grown during / after the WCC General Assembly in Karlsruhe in August / September 

2022.  

My argument is, of course, that Anglican-Lutheran relations cannot be seen in isolation from other ecumenical 
relations, and are not contradictory to full communion relationships with other EKD / CPCE member churches, … 

but they are to be understood within the one ecumenical movement, …. This is an ongoing discussion.   

 

5 March 2023     Rev. Dr Miriam Haar     National Coordinator, Germany  

 

 

Anglican-Lutheran Society in Norway 

 

2022 came to be quite a historic year in the work of A-LS in Norway. Naturally because of our Conference in 

Trondheim July 25th – 29th (with July 30th as a bonus day for those who experienced a fantastic day at Stiklestad.) 

This is not the place making an evaluation of the Conference, but we want to focus on a few issues that made this 

Conference both important and successful. 

1) A pilgrimage towards hope. 

We think our Headline for the Conference worked out to be very relevant. And the different sessions made 

together a broad, but also a quite deepened picture of pilgrimage to Nidaros in past and present, but also 

how the spirituality of pilgrimage plays an interesting role in several places in Europe, like we met it in 
Lichfield with St Chad. 

Likewise the topic of Hope, and the Church must play her role in making hope come true in our world, was 

brought to us with voices from the South and the North. 

We think that our Conference made this Pilgrimage of Hope! 

 

2) Cooperation 

We found, quite early in the preparing working that without the excellent cooperation and quite heavy 

economical support we got from The Church of Norway, this would have been a too expensive arrangement. 

Therefore it is a great encouragement in knowing that the central bodies in Church of Norway find A-LS to be 

a serious part of the ecumenical work in our country. We are extremely happy for the way Beate Fagerli and 
Einar Tjelle supported the Conference. And not to forget: The Most Revd Preces Olav Fykse Tveit gave us an 

important challenge on the last Church Coffee: Continue your good work!  

We must also underline the hospitality from The Cathedral and their clergy and staff. The Very Revd Dean 

Ragnhild Jepsen (now elected Bishop of Bjørgvin) fronted this hospitality so wonderfully.  And also: through 

                                                           
4
 https://landessynode.bayern-evangelisch.de/downloads/Vorlage%203%20Kirchengemeinschaft%20TEC-ELKB.pdf.  

5
 ELKB-TEC dialogue | The Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe (tec-europe.org) 



the process preparing the Conference The Revd Canon Joanna Udal, Senior Chaplain in Norway, has joined 
our work as an important reinforcement. 

 

We conclude that A-LS after Trondheim has a stronger position in the Norwegian Ecumenical landscape than 

before. 

 

Using the Momentum 

Trondheim has given us a kind of momentum. In order to using this while it is “fresh”, we quite recently sat 

down, Joanna, Beate and I, discussing how to move on. We concluded to focus on three ways forward: 

1) Promoting A-LS where Anglicans and Lutherans live together in ways of spiritual life: Oslo, Trondheim, Ber-

gen, Stavanger. 
2) Describing our work on the official platforms of Church of Norway, calling for membership. 

3) Addressing students, especially where we give theological and other spiritual education: Oslo, Trondheim, 

Bergen, Kristiansand.  Here we should focus on our next Conference in Edinburgh, setting up some economic 

support for student members heading for the Conference. 

 

In short: 2022 became a vitalizing year for A-LS in Norway 

 

Rev Fredrik Ulseth - National Co-ordinator 

 

Anglican-Lutheran Society in USA (ILES) 
 

Not much to report - many ecumenical activities of which I am aware are still in zoom mode. 

 

For the financial report, our US checking account has a current balance of $2902.41.  I recently swept our US 

PayPal balance into the checking account so that reflects our full US assets 

 

Tom VanPoole 

 

  


